Disseminated aspergillosis and pacemaker endocarditis.
Clinical and pathologic findings in a 65-year old woman with fever of unknown origin are described in this report. Generalized aspergillosis with endocarditis was demonstrated at autopsy. The patient had no recognized risk factors for the development of fungal infection. A functional transvenous pacemaker lead, inserted 2 years previously, was completely encased in a large infected thrombus and may have been the initial site of infection. Septicemia and endocarditis are rare but well-described complications of cardiac pacing, and should be considered in the differential diagnosis of fever of unknown origin in patients with pacemakers.